
CHARACTERISTICS OF FASCISM:

◦POWERFUL AND CONTINUING NATIONALISM

◦DISDAIN FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

◦IDENTIFICATION OF ENEMIES/SCAPEGOATS

◦FIXATION ON NATIONAL SECURITY

◦SUPREMACY OF THE MILITARY

◦RAMPANT SEXISM, RACISM, & MISOGYNY

◦GOVERNMENT CONTROLLED MASS MEDIA

◦OBSESSION WITH NATIONAL SECURITY

◦RELIGION & GOVERNMENT INTERTWINED

◦CORPORATE POWER IS PROTECTED

◦LABOR POWER IS SUPPRESSED

◦DISDAIN FOR INTELLECTUALS & THE ARTS

◦OBSESSION WITH CRIME & PUNISHMENT

◦RAMPANT CORRUPTION

◦FRAUDULENT ELECTIONS

WHAT IS FASCISM?

A BRIEF OUTLINE OF THE 
MEANING OF FASCISM

The liberty of a democracy is not safe if the people 
tolerated the growth of private power to a point 
where it becomes stronger than the democratic 
state itself. That in its essence is fascism: 
ownership of government by an individual, by a 
group, or any controlling private power.

― Franklin D. Roosevelt

When fascism comes to America it will be 
wrapped in the flag and carrying a cross. 

―Credited to Sinclair Lewis

Nationalism is an infantile thing. It is the 
measles of mankind.

 ― Albert Einstein

There are many who do not know they are 
fascists but will find it out when the times 
comes....We cannot destroy them. But we can 
educate the people so that they will fear fascism 
and recognize it as it appears and combat it.

― Ernest Hemingway

I'm afraid, based on my own experience, that 
fascism will come to America in the name of 
national security.

― Jim Garrison

The essence of fascism is to make laws 
forbidding everything and then enforce them 
selectively against your enemies.

― John Lescroart

The tragic irony of modern anti-fascism is that 
the more successful it is, the more its reason for 
being is called into question. Its greatest 
successes lie in hypothetical limbo: How many 
murderous fascist movements have been nipped 
in the bud over the past 70 years by antifa groups 
before their violence could metastasize? We will 
never know--and that's a very good thing indeed.

--Mark Bray

Fascism is capitalism in decay.
― Lenin

A fascist is one whose lust for money or power is 
combined with such an intensity of intolerance 
toward those of other races, parties, classes, 
religions, cultures, regions or nations as to make 
him ruthless in his use of deceit or violence to 
attain his ends.

― Henry Wallace

Behind every fascism there is a failed 
revolution.

― Walter Benjamin

When asked how fascism starts: First, they 
fascinate the fools. Then, they muzzle the 
intelligent.

 ― Bernard  Russell

Fascism should rightly be called Corporatism 
because it is the merger of state and corporate 
power

― Mussolini

MODERN DEFINITION:
fas•cism: a populist political philosophy, 
movement, or regime that exalts nation, and often 
race, above the individual, that is associated with 
a centralized autocratic government headed by a 
dictatorial leader, and that is characterized by 
severe economic and social regimentation and by 
forcible suppression of opposition

ALTERNATIVE DEFINITIONS:
A far-right, authoritarian, and ultra-nationalist 
political ideology and movement.
A governmental system led by a dictator or ruling 
party having complete power, forcibly suppressing 
opposition and criticism, regimenting all industry 
and commerce, and emphasizing an aggressive 
nationalism and often racism.
Extreme militaristic nationalism, contempt for 
electoral democracy and political and cultural 
liberalism, a belief in natural social hierarchy and 
the rule of elites, in which individual interests 
would be subordinated to the good of the nation.

RECOGNIZING FASCISM:

Advocates for the establishment of complete and 
total government control and unlimited power.

Forcible and violent opposition to and suppression 
of democracy, liberalism, pluralism, and socialism.

Uses forms of agression and violence, including 
political violence, imperialist violence, and war, as 
means to national rejuvenation and redemption.

Prioritizes nation over the individual, who exists 
to serve the nation.

Powerful, often exclusionary, populist nationalism 
centered on a cult lead by an “infallible” leader 
who never admits mistakes.

Political power is derived from questioning reality, 
endorsing myth and rage, and promoting lies.

Uses “white replacement theory” to claim that 
multiculturalism and immigration are threats.

Disregard for human rights of those they define as 
not part of the nation.

Supremacy of the military, the establishment of a 
militarized police, and embrace of para-militarism.

WAYS TO FIGHT FASCISM:

READ & LEARN
Read books, listen to podcasts, study theory, watch 
documentaries, and write down your thoughts. 
Education is the resistance to everything bad today.

EDUCATE OTHERS
Talk with those around you, engage in discourse 
and debate, inform the uniformed and share what 
you know, you might teach somebody something.

ORGANIZE
Mutual aid, volunteering, community organizing, 
political campaigning, soup kitchens, online forums, 
whatever it is, find something and get involved.

COUNTER-DEMONSTRATE & PROTEST
Attend protests and counter-demonstrations, call 
your representatives, use your voice to make your 
disapproval heard. When injustice becomes law, 
resistance becomes duty.

TAKE CARE OF YOURSELF & OTHERS
Remember that existence is resistance. You must 
work to be as healthy and strong as you can be. 
Civilize the mind and make savage the body.

MAKE ART & EXPRESS YOURSELF
Art is political. Expression is protest. realtimefascism.com

STAY INFORMED


